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Exhibition on Islamic Calligraphy

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
Greetings!

This issue specially features the Exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur Raza Library in
Brunei Darussalam as part of Festival of India jointly hosted by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and
Sports of the Government of Brunei Darussalam and the High Commission of India in Brunei
Darussalam from 9" to 25™, November 2017.

The report of Rampur Raza Library will continue to keep all Library Lovers updated regarding our
activities in the Library and other places.

With best wishes
Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas

Rampur Raza Library
Government of India
Ministry of Culture

Exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur Raza Library opens in Brunei
Darussalam as part of Festival of India

An exhibition of photographs of valuable collection of Islamic Calligraphy from the Rampur
Raza Library of Ministry of Culture, Government of India was inaugurated as the inaugural
event of Festival of India in Brunei Darussalam yesterday. The exhibition was inaugurated by
the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports of the Government of Brunei Darussalam, His
Excellency Yang Berhormat Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General Dato Paduka Seri Haji Awang
Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof. The exhibition consist of 36 photographs of calligraphy including
of verses from the Holy Quran, and poetry in Persian and Arabic, selected from the over 3000
calligraphy pieces in the Rampur Raza Library collection. The Exhibition is being jointly hosted
by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports of the Government of Brunei Darussalam and the
High Commission of India in Brunei Darussalam and will stay open to public till 25th
November, 2017.

At the inaugural event, Smt. Nagma M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei
Darussalam, described the Exhibition as a gesture of solidarity and friendship of the
Government of India to the Government and the people of Brunei Darussalam on the occasion
of the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty the Sultan. She described the calligraphy on display as
another example of the syncretic culture that amalgamated the ancient Indian artistic traditions
with Islamic culture over hundreds of years to produce a cultural flowering under the Mughal
Empire. The Exhibition of Islamic and other Monuments of India held in Brunei in December



2016 had also showcased the architectural aspects of the same synergetic culture. The art of
calligraphy is still a living tradition in India, where over 60 Departments of Arabic and Persian
Studies flourish in Indian universities. Prof. Syed Hassan Abbas, Director of the Rampur Raza
Library and Syed Tarig Azhar, Museum Incharge gave details of some of the treasures stored in
the Library, including 17000 original manuscripts. He detailed the names and careers of some of
the renowned calligraphers whose works form part of the Rampur collection. The High
Commissioner gifted an example of calligraphy in marble to the Minister of Brunei.

Mrs. Nagma M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam states “India comprises
different religions like Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Christanity, Buddhism and many more but still, it
binds in one nation. This is the fact of pride for every Indian. She appreciated Rampur Raza Library,
“Raza Library is the treasure house of Indo-Islamic literature and art. It posses rare manuscripts, about
5000 miniature paintings of different painting schools, Islamic calligraphies and palm leaves
manuscripts. The rarest manuscript among these is the 7t century Holy Quran attributed to Hazrat Ali
(R.A)”.

Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director Rampur Raza Library, speaking on India’s history, culture and
art and describing the role of Rampur Raza Library in preserving the historical and cultural heritage of
India. He elaborately spoke about the history of Islamic Calligraphy and introduced the exhibited
samples of Raza Library's calligraphies. He told that the exhibited calligraphies contain verses from the
Holy Quran, Hadith, prayers and are written in different calligraphic hands such as Kufic, Naskh,
Nastalig, Shikasta, Suls etc. He also spoke about the calligraphers of the erstwhile Rampur State. He
emphasised that "the Islamic Calligraphy is a traditional art and should be preserved for the coming
generations”.

EXHIBITION OF ISLAMIC CALLIGRAPHY FROM RAMPUR RAZA

LIBRARY IN BRUNEI

The Exhibition was inaugurated by the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports of the Government of
Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency Yang Berhormat Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General Dato Paduka
Seri Haji Awang Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof. In the exhibition 36 photographs of calligraphy including
of verses from the Holy Quran and poetry in Persian and Arabic selected from the over 3000 calligraphy
pieces in the Rampur Raza Library collection was showcased.

At the inaugural event, Smt. Nagma M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam,
described the Exhibition as a gesture of solidarity and friendship of the Government of India to the
Government and the people of Brunei Darussalam on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty
the Sultan. She described the calligraphy on display as another example of the syncretic culture that
amalgamated the ancient Indian artistic traditions with Islamic culture over hundreds of years to produce
a cultural flowering under the Mughal Empire. The Exhibition of Islamic and other Monuments of India
held in Brunei in December 2016 had also showcased the architectural aspects of the same syncretic
culture. After providing some details of the practice of Islamic calligraphy in India, she informed the
audience that the art of calligraphy was still a living tradition in India, where over 60 Departments of
Arabic and Persian Studies flourished in Indian universities.

Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director of the Rampur Raza Library, described some of the treasures stored in
the Library, including 17000 original manuscripts. He detailed the names and careers of some of the
renowned calligraphers whose works formed part of the Rampur collection. The High Commissioner
gifted an example of calligraphy in marble to the Minister. (www.mea.gov.in)
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Festival of India in Brunei Darugsalam in the Year
of the Golden Jubilee of Hie Majesty the Qultan

Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, ¢ High Commission of India

9-25 November 2017
Government of Brunei Darussalam in Brunei Darussalam

at Malay Technology Museum

Kota Batu, Bandar Seri Begawan request the pleasure of your company at

Timing: Sat-Thu: 9am-5pm the inauguration of the
Fri: 9am-11.30am and 2.30pm-5pm : v ) E‘k"' b"'tiou s f IJ Lkmic
OPEN To ALL A folio from the Holy Quran in Kufic Script, 9th Century A.D. c&ttisp“'ky

from Rampur Raza Library, India
Gust of Honour - H.E. Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General (Rtd)
Presented by Dato Paduka Seri Awang Haji Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof
Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports, Government of Brunei Darussalam Minister for Culture, Youth and Sports

& High Commission of India in Brunei Darussalam on Thurday, 9 November 2017, at 10:00 am
at Malay Technology Museum, BSB

Al rven the oty Quran i Kl Scipt 9t Century A.D.

RS.VP: 2339947
Email:  hicommindia ba@gmailcom
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Fectival of India in Brunei Darussalam
in the Year of the Golden Jubilee
of Hie Majesty the Qultan
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Calligrapher : Muhammad Ahsan
Period C.18th A.D. = <
Size 4836 cm from Rampur Raza Library, India
Description : Beautiful Arabic couplet of “Naat-¢-Paak™
Translation : The Prophet (PBUH) has good moral values and highest moral

ethics.

9-25 November 2017
at Malay Technology Museum
Bandar Seri Begawan

Py oty CATALOGUE OF EXHIBITS

Size < 3344 cm
Description - Persian Rubai (4-line verse) relating to the importance of

calligraphy.
Translation - We have broug

ht » narghile of perfume from Tatar.
;‘;hm'f::l::h-ueﬁwmmum; Presented
« 10
o wehave bm.:'.':.'.,.. e ,:,“,;,'Lf:“,::!‘“~ Ministry of cw;::. Youth and Sports,
of Brunei

& High Commission of India in Brunei Darussalam
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Nagma M. Mallick,,
High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam
Tequests the pleasure of the company of

Mr Syed Tariq Azhar

at a Dinner
on Monday, 6" November 2017 at 1930 firs
at India House, Jalan Kota Batu, Bandar Seri Begawan

Dress: Smart Casual




Picture 2

Picture 3- Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan of Brunei Darussalam
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GLIMPSES OF THE EXHIBITION

Over one hundred distinguished guests attended the inaugural event including senior dignitaries of the
Government of Brunei Darussalam, Director of the Islamic Da’wah Centre, Ambassadors and High
Commissioners, Vice Chancellors of universities and Directors of Institutions of Brunei, scholars,
researchers and the eminent personalities of Brunei graced the programme.
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Director, Rampur Raza Library, Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas presenting the momento and books published
by Rampur Raza Library to Mrs. Nagma M. Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam
on November 6%, 2017 at Brunei.

P
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Dr. Haji Norafan bin Haji Zainal, Rector, Sultan Sharif Ali Islamic University, Brunei Darussalam
presenting the momento of University to Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director, Rampur Raza Library.



Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director, Rampur Raza Library presenting the momento of Rampur Raza
Library to Dr. Haji Norafan bin Haji Zainal, Rector, Sultan Sharif Ali Islamic University, Brunei
Darussalam.

Islamic calligraphy or Arabic calligraphy, is the artistic practice of handwriting
and calligraphy, based upon the Arabic language and alphabet in the lands sharing a
common Islamic cultural heritage. Islamic Calligraphy is a visual art related to
writing. It is the design and execution of lettering with a broad tip Qalam (instrument
or brush) in one stroke. It has become the most venerated form of Islamic art as it
provides a link between language and religion.
The development of sophisticated calligraphy as an art form is an unique and striking
feature to Islamic culture. The Islamic calligraphy has been used to a much greater
extent and in astonishingly varied and imaginative ways, which have taken the written
word far beyond pen and paper into all art forms and materials. For these reasons,
calligraphy may be counted as a uniquely original feature of Islamic art. The genius of
Islamic calligraphy lies not only in the endless creativity and versatility, but also in the
balance struck by calligraphers between transmitting a text and expressing its meaning
through a formal aesthetic code.

The Rampur Raza Library is one of the important libraries of South Asia. Besides
works relating to different religions, traditions, it is a treasure house of Indo-Islamic
learning and arts. This library was founded by Nawab Faizullah Khan in 1774. The


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penmanship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_alphabet

Nawabs of Rampur were great connoisseurs of learning and the learned ulema, poets,
painters, calligraphers and musicians.

The Rampur Raza Library possess nearly three thousand rare specimens of
Islamic Calligraphy. The Rampur Raza Library is among the most important libraries
of the world. It is singularly unparalleled repository of the specimens of Islamic
calligraphy of the celebrated master calligraphers of Central Asia, Persia and India such
as Mir Ali, Muhammad Husain Kashmiri, Zarrin Ragqam, Sultan Ali Mashadi, Aaga
Abdul Rasheed Delami, Dara Shikoh, Mir Imad Al-Husaini Abdullah Mushkin Qalam,
Gulzar Ragam, Muhammad Akram, Muhammad Habib, Muhammad Masum, Mumin
Al-saini, Muhammad Rafi, Muhammad Hashim, Muhammad Amin Samarqandi.

The High Commission of India, Mauritius is organizing Festival of India in
Mauritius. The festival will cover several cultural events and will showcase Indian
culture and Art in Mauritius.

One important segment of the Festival of India, 2015 is the Exhibition of breath taking
photographs of Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur Raza Library. As part of Festival of
India in Mauritius, the Islamic Cultural Centre in association with The High
Commission of India organized Islamic Calligraphy Exhibition of Rampur Raza Library
on November 18th, 2015. The exhibition was housed in Islamic Cultural Centre, La Paix
Street, Port Louis, Mauritius.

50 specimens of Islamic Calligraphies of Rampur Raza Library are exhibited in the
Festival of India in Mauritius 2015. This exhibition kept on from November 18th to 25th,
With this exhibition, Rampur Raza Library was presented in front of scholars and
researchers and also the general public of Mauritius.

In this exhibition, the exhibited calligraphies are- A folio from 7th century Quran in
Kufic script attributed to Hazrat Ali (R.A.), A folio from 8t century Quran in Kufic
script attributed to Imam Jafar Sadiq, 16th century Quran decorated with gold on the
orders of Mughal Emperor Akbar, 12th/18th century manuscript folio written within
gold floral jidwal, A folio from 12th/18th century Quran written on a gold sprinkled
paper, A miniature copy with adouble page ‘unwan’ title by Muhammad Taqi
Muzahhib (1833 A.D.), A folio from 9t century Quran in Kufic script attributed to
Imam Raza, Name of Nawab Kalb-i-Ali Khan written in the shape of a flower pot in
18th century, Quranic verses written in beautiful style of calligraphy in 1888 A.D., etc.

View of the Exhibition

The visitors appreciated and admired the Islamic Calligraphies in the exhibition.
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Festival of India
launched with Islamic

calligraphy exhibition

| JawesKox |

THE Festival of India in Rrunei
Darussalam in the year of the
Golden Jubilee of His Majesty
Sultan  Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
Muizzaddin ~ Waddaulah  ibni
Al-Marhum Sultan  Haji Omar
‘Ali - Salfuddien Saadul Khain
Waddien, Sultan and Yang Di
Pertuan of Brunei Darussalam’s
Accession to the Throne was
kicked off with the ‘Exhibition of
Islamic Calligraphy” at the Malay
Technology Museum vesterday

Organised by the High
Commission of Inda in Brunei
Darussalam and the Ministry of
Culture, Youth and Sports (MCYS)
of the Government of Brunei
Darussalam, the exhibition marks
the beginning of a series of events
o highlight the significance of the
Galden Jubllee in the history of
Brunelanddesirestoacknowledge
the personal contribution of His
Majesty in strengthening  the
bilateral relationship  between
the two countries.

Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports

Pehin Datu Lailaraja  Major
General (Rtd) Dato Pa Ser)
Haji Awang Halbi bin Haji
Yussof  Minister of Culture,
Youth and Sports as the guest of
honour and Nagma M Mallick
High Commissioner of India (o
Brunel  Darussalam  offickated
at the opening ceremony of the
exhibition which will ran untl
November 25, 2017,

The exhibition s showcasing
36 photographs of rare pieces of
calligraphy fromtheextraordinary
collection of the Rampur Raza
Library in India.

Nagma M Mallick in her
welcoming remarks: highlighted,
“This exhibition is a gesture of
friendship and solidarity from
the Government of India to
the Government and people of
Brunei Darussalam. Jt emphasise:
the links between our cul 3
I hope that the links will grow
stronger and that our people can
discover and build upon them
through more exchanges.”

On the exhibition; she said,

wmmqm.m
L

“These pieces (on showcase) are
from the Rampur Raza Library,
repository of over 3000 rare
pieces of calligraphy. miniature
paintings and manuscripts. The
displayed ftems are enlarged
photographs  of the  original
calligraphy  pleces which are
somewhat smaller. The original
items are on paper, sometimes on
silk and are quite fragile.”

The High Commissioner
added. “Islamic  or Arabic
calligraphy is the artistic practice
of highly stylised writing usually
based on Arabic language of
words or verses from the Holy
Quran or of the names of Allah
the Almighty.

"It has flourished in lands
with a shared Islamic heritage.
The letters are executed with
one stroke of a traditional
broad-tipped pen called Qalam,
Itis probably the most respected
Islamic art linking language,
religion and artistic endeavour.”

The essence of this art
form is the balance struck

pieces of from the |
umamw. India
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lum taking a closer look at the exhibits
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M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam
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by  calligraphers  between
(r)ansmiulnga text and glorifying
it with artistry and beauty,
India has an ancient tradition
of artistic embellishment and
carving in stone, and a highly-
developed aesthetic sense that
showed in its music, dance,

textiles and other arts of the -

ancient period.

With  the arrival of the
Islamic tradition in the Indian
subc nt, the two tradi
began a slow process of
integration that produced, by
the 17" and 18* centuries, the
incandescent artistic, musical

Darussalam, Nicola  One of the exhibits by Hafiz Muhammad
Baaqar Zarrin Qalam’

and cultural blossoming of the
Mughal period.

take a closer look at : :

The Festival of India will be
celebrated with varied events (ill
March2018.

Scholars, students urged to vis

| JamesKon |

Muhammad Rafi, Muhammad
and Muhammad Amin Samargal

it Rampur Raza Library
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No. BSB/106/04/2017 07 December 2017

To whomsoever it May Concern

Mr Syed Tariq Azhar, Senior Technical Restorer of the Rampur Raza Library,
worked closely with the High Commission of India in Brunei Darussalam on
preparing and mounting the Exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy from 9 to 25 November
2017. | found Mr Syed Tariq to be a conscientious and talented individual who was
quick to come up with solutions to any difficulties that arose in the course of the
display of the Exhibition. He knew well the subject of calligraphy and the different
scripts used and the diverse periods covered in the Exhibition. He could also speak
knowledgeably about the different items on display to the media and visitors to the
Exhibition.

In short, | found Mr Syed Tariq to be a most useful member of the team that

was engaged in this initiative. | wish him good luck in his future endeavours.

@7,

O
(Nagma M Maliick)
High"Commissioner

AR, Ream 4022, sram= gnd @R, 'Baitussyifaa’, Simpang 40-22, Jalan Sungai Akar,

T D g @ B/ 3915 ifﬂ'é TTSTATH Bandar Seri Begawan, BC 3915 Brunei Darussalam
S = g S E S ' Tel - (B73) 2339619 (Direct)
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To whomsoever it May Concern

Mr Himanshu Singh, Technical Restorer of the Rampur Raza Library, worked
closely with the High Commi.ssion of India in Brunei Darussalam on preparing and
mounting the Exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy from 9 to 25 November 2017. | found
Mr Singh to be an active and hardworking member of the team from the Rampur
Raza Library who performed his duties well related to the mounting of the Exhibition.
| am certain that he will continue to be a useful member of the Rampur Raza Library

team. | wish him good luck in his future endeavours.
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High-Commissioner
. Rsarr 40-22, Stram gmé AR, 'Baitussyifaa', Simpang 40-22, Jalan Sungai Akar,
<X A9 amEd, @ M 3915 gAE HAAH. Bandar Seri Begawan, BC 3915 Brunei Darussalam
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