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Exhibition on Islamic Calligraphy 
 

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

Greetings! 

 

This issue specially features the Exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur Raza Library in 

Brunei Darussalam as part of Festival of India jointly hosted by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and 

Sports of the Government of Brunei Darussalam and the High Commission of India in Brunei 

Darussalam from 9th to 25th, November 2017.  

The report of Rampur Raza Library will continue to keep all Library Lovers updated regarding our 

activities in the Library and other places.  

 

With best wishes 

Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas 

Rampur Raza Library 

Government of India 

Ministry of Culture 

 

Exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur Raza Library opens in Brunei 

Darussalam as part of Festival of India  

An exhibition of photographs of valuable collection of Islamic Calligraphy from the Rampur 

Raza Library of Ministry of Culture, Government of India was inaugurated as the inaugural 

event of Festival of India in Brunei Darussalam yesterday. The exhibition was inaugurated by 

the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports of the Government of Brunei Darussalam, His 

Excellency Yang Berhormat Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General Dato Paduka Seri Haji Awang 

Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof. The exhibition consist of 36 photographs of calligraphy including 

of verses from the Holy Quran, and poetry in Persian and Arabic, selected from the over 3000 

calligraphy pieces in the Rampur Raza Library collection. The Exhibition is being jointly hosted 

by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports of the Government of Brunei Darussalam and the 

High Commission of India in Brunei Darussalam and will stay open to public till 25th 

November, 2017. 

At the inaugural event, Smt. Nagma M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei 

Darussalam, described the Exhibition as a gesture of solidarity and friendship of the 

Government of India to the Government and the people of Brunei Darussalam on the occasion 

of the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty the Sultan. She described the calligraphy on display as 

another example of the syncretic culture that amalgamated the ancient Indian artistic traditions 

with Islamic culture over hundreds of years to produce a cultural flowering under the Mughal 

Empire. The Exhibition of Islamic and other Monuments of India held in Brunei in December 



2016 had also showcased the architectural aspects of the same synergetic culture. The art of 

calligraphy is still a living tradition in India, where over 60 Departments of Arabic and Persian 

Studies flourish in Indian universities. Prof. Syed Hassan Abbas, Director of the Rampur Raza 

Library and Syed Tariq Azhar, Museum Incharge gave details of some of the treasures stored in 

the Library, including 17000 original manuscripts. He detailed the names and careers of some of 

the renowned calligraphers whose works form part of the Rampur collection. The High 

Commissioner gifted an example of calligraphy in marble to the Minister of Brunei. 

Mrs. Nagma M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam states “India comprises 

different religions like Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Christanity, Buddhism and many more but still, it 

binds in one nation. This is the fact of pride for every Indian. She appreciated Rampur Raza Library, 

“Raza Library is the treasure house of Indo-Islamic literature and art. It posses rare manuscripts, about 

5000 miniature paintings of different painting schools, Islamic calligraphies and palm leaves 

manuscripts. The rarest manuscript among these is the 7 th century Holy Quran attributed to Hazrat Ali 

(R.A.)”. 

 

Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director Rampur Raza Library, speaking on India’s history, culture and 

art and describing the role of Rampur Raza Library in preserving the historical and cultural heritage of 

India. He elaborately spoke about the history of Islamic Calligraphy and introduced the exhibited 

samples of Raza Library's calligraphies. He told that the exhibited calligraphies contain verses from the 

Holy Quran, Hadith, prayers and are written in different calligraphic hands such as Kufic, Naskh, 

Nastaliq, Shikasta, Suls etc. He also spoke about the calligraphers of the erstwhile Rampur State. He 

emphasised that "the Islamic Calligraphy is a traditional art and should be preserved for the coming 

generations". 

 

EXHIBITION OF ISLAMIC CALLIGRAPHY FROM RAMPUR RAZA 

LIBRARY IN BRUNEI  

The Exhibition was inaugurated by the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports of the Government of 

Brunei Darussalam, His Excellency Yang Berhormat Pehin Datu Lailaraja Major General Dato Paduka 

Seri Haji Awang Halbi bin Haji Mohd Yussof. In the exhibition 36 photographs of calligraphy including 

of verses from the Holy Quran and poetry in Persian and Arabic selected from the over 3000 calligraphy 

pieces in the Rampur Raza Library collection was showcased.  

At the inaugural event, Smt. Nagma M Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam, 

described the Exhibition as a gesture of solidarity and friendship of the Government of India to the 

Government and the people of Brunei Darussalam on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of His Majesty 

the Sultan. She described the calligraphy on display as another example of the syncretic culture that 

amalgamated the ancient Indian artistic traditions with Islamic culture over hundreds of years to produce 

a cultural flowering under the Mughal Empire. The Exhibition of Islamic and other Monuments of India 

held in Brunei in December 2016 had also showcased the architectural aspects of the same syncretic 

culture. After providing some details of the practice of Islamic calligraphy in India, she informed the 

audience that the art of calligraphy was still a living tradition in India, where over 60 Departments of 

Arabic and Persian Studies flourished in Indian universities.  

Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director of the Rampur Raza Library, described some of the treasures stored in 

the Library, including 17000 original manuscripts. He detailed the names and careers of some of the 

renowned calligraphers whose works formed part of the Rampur collection. The High Commissioner 

gifted an example of calligraphy in marble to the Minister. (www.mea.gov.in) 



 
 

   

 

 



 

 

   

 
 

 



 

Picture 2 

Picture 3- Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, Sultan of Brunei Darussalam 
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GLIMPSES OF THE EXHIBITION  
 

Over one hundred distinguished guests attended the inaugural event including senior dignitaries of the 

Government of Brunei Darussalam, Director of the Islamic Da’wah Centre, Ambassadors and High 

Commissioners, Vice Chancellors of universities and Directors of Institutions of Brunei, scholars, 

researchers and the eminent personalities of Brunei graced the programme.   

 

 
 

        
 



    
 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 



   
 

   
 

 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

 

 

   
 

 

   
 

 



   
 

 

    
 

 

   
 

 

 



   
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 



                   

Director, Rampur Raza Library, Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas presenting the momento and books published 

by Rampur Raza Library to Mrs. Nagma M. Mallick, High Commissioner of India to Brunei Darussalam 

on November 6th, 2017 at Brunei. 

 

 
 

Dr. Haji Norafan bin Haji Zainal, Rector, Sultan Sharif Ali Islamic University, Brunei Darussalam 

presenting the momento of University to Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director, Rampur Raza Library.   

 



   
 

Prof. Syed Hasan Abbas, Director, Rampur Raza Library presenting the momento of Rampur Raza 

Library to Dr. Haji Norafan bin Haji Zainal, Rector, Sultan Sharif Ali Islamic University, Brunei 

Darussalam. 

 

 

Islamic calligraphy or Arabic calligraphy, is the artistic practice of handwriting 
and calligraphy, based upon the Arabic language and alphabet in the lands sharing a 
common Islamic cultural heritage. Islamic Calligraphy is a visual art related to 
writing.  It is the design and execution of lettering with a broad tip Qalam (instrument 
or brush) in one stroke. It has become the most venerated form of Islamic art as it 
provides a link between language and religion. 
The development of sophisticated calligraphy as an art form is an unique and striking 
feature to Islamic culture. The Islamic calligraphy has been used to a much greater 
extent and in astonishingly varied and imaginative ways, which have taken the written 
word far beyond pen and paper into all art forms and materials. For these reasons, 
calligraphy may be counted as a uniquely original feature of Islamic art. The genius of 
Islamic calligraphy lies not only in the endless creativity and versatility, but also in the 
balance struck by calligraphers between transmitting a text and expressing its meaning 
through a formal aesthetic code. 
 

The Rampur Raza Library is one of the important libraries of South Asia. Besides 
works relating to different religions, traditions, it is a treasure house of Indo-Islamic 
learning and arts. This library was founded by Nawab Faizullah Khan in 1774. The 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penmanship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_alphabet


Nawabs of Rampur were great connoisseurs of learning and the learned ulema, poets, 
painters, calligraphers and musicians. 

 
The Rampur Raza Library possess nearly three thousand rare specimens of 

Islamic Calligraphy. The Rampur Raza Library is among the most important libraries 
of the world. It is singularly unparalleled repository of the specimens of Islamic 
calligraphy of the celebrated master calligraphers of Central Asia, Persia and India such 
as Mir Ali, Muhammad Husain Kashmiri, Zarrin Raqam, Sultan Ali Mashadi, Aaqa 
Abdul Rasheed Delami, Dara Shikoh, Mir Imad Al-Husaini Abdullah Mushkin Qalam, 
Gulzar Raqam, Muhammad Akram, Muhammad Habib, Muhammad Masum, Mumin 
Al-saini, Muhammad Rafi, Muhammad Hashim, Muhammad Amin Samarqandi. 
The High Commission of India, Mauritius is organizing Festival of India in 
Mauritius.  The festival will cover several cultural events and will showcase Indian 
culture and Art in Mauritius. 
 
One important segment of the Festival of India, 2015 is the Exhibition of breath taking 
photographs of Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur Raza Library. As part of Festival of 
India in Mauritius, the Islamic Cultural Centre in association with The High 
Commission of India organized Islamic Calligraphy Exhibition of Rampur Raza Library 
on November 18th, 2015. The exhibition was housed in Islamic Cultural Centre, La Paix 
Street, Port Louis, Mauritius. 
 
50 specimens of Islamic Calligraphies of Rampur Raza Library are exhibited in the 
Festival of India in Mauritius 2015. This exhibition kept on from November 18th to 25th. 

With this exhibition, Rampur Raza Library was presented in front of scholars and 
researchers and also the general public of Mauritius.   

 
In this exhibition, the exhibited calligraphies are- A folio from 7th century Quran in 
Kufic script attributed to Hazrat Ali (R.A.), A folio from 8th century Quran in Kufic 
script attributed to Imam Jafar Sadiq, 16th century Quran decorated with gold on the 
orders of Mughal Emperor Akbar, 12th/18th century manuscript folio written within 
gold floral jidwal, A folio from 12th/18th century Quran written on a gold sprinkled 
paper, A miniature copy with adouble page ‘unwan’ title by Muhammad Taqi 
Muzahhib (1833 A.D.), A folio from 9th century Quran in Kufic script attributed to 
Imam Raza, Name of Nawab Kalb-i-Ali Khan written in the shape of a flower pot in 
18th century, Quranic verses written in beautiful style of calligraphy in 1888 A.D., etc. 

. 
 
 

View of the Exhibition 
 

The visitors appreciated and admired the Islamic Calligraphies in the exhibition. 
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