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Exhibition on Islamic Calligraphy

Islamic calligraphy or Arabic calligraphy, is the artistic practice of handwriting
and calligraphy, based upon the Arabic language and alphabet in the lands sharing a
common Islamic cultural heritage. Islamic Calligraphy is a visual art related to
writing. It is the design and execution of lettering with a broad tip Qalam (instrument
or brush) in one stroke. It has become the most venerated form of Islamic art as it
provides a link between language and religion.
The development of sophisticated calligraphy as an art form is an unique and striking
feature to Islamic culture. The Islamic calligraphy has been used to a much greater
extent and in astonishingly varied and imaginative ways, which have taken the written
word far beyond pen and paper into all art forms and materials. For these reasons,
calligraphy may be counted as a uniquely original feature of Islamic art. The genius of
Islamic calligraphy lies not only in the endless creativity and versatility, but also in the
balance struck by calligraphers between transmitting a text and expressing its meaning
through a formal aesthetic code.

The Rampur Raza Library is one of the important libraries of South Asia. Besides
works relating to different religions, traditions, it is a treasure house of Indo-Islamic
learning and arts. This library was founded by Nawab Faizullah Khan in 1774. The
Nawabs of Rampur were great connoisseurs of learning and the learned ulema, poets,
painters, calligraphers and musicians.

The Rampur Raza Library possess nearly
three thousand rare specimens of Islamic
Calligraphy. The Rampur Raza Library is among
the most important libraries of the world. It is
singularly —unparalleled repository of the
specimens of Islamic calligraphy of the
celebrated master calligraphers of Central Asia,
Persia and India such as Mir Ali, Muhammad
Husain Kashmiri, Zarrin Raqam, Sultan Ali
Mashadi, Aaga Abdul Rasheed Delami, Dara
i Shikoh, Mir Imad Al-Husaini Abdullah Mushkin
d Qalam, Gulzar Ragam, Muhammad Akram,
.~ Muhammad Habib, Muhammad Masum,
A ‘,- Mumin Al-saini, Muhammad Rafi, Muhammad
Hashim, Muhammad Amin Samarqandi.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penmanship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calligraphy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_alphabet
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Highllfslihtes

Mehendi Artist

Smt. Shakuntla Sharma
15 to 20" of October, 2105

Natya Katha ‘KRSHNA’

by iconic cultural Dr. Sonal
6-8 November, 2015, venue: IGCIC and MGI

slamic Calligraphy Exhibition
from famed Rampur Raza Library
18-23 November, 2015

Venue: Islamic Cultural Centre, Port Louis

World Urdu Conference

26-28 November, 2015
Venue: IGCIC, Phoenix

Qawwali Performances
by Nizami Bothers led by Sh. Ghulam Sabir
26-28 November, 2015

Two performances, one at IGCIC

Bhojpuri Folk Music
by Renowned Folk singer Ms. Malini Awasthi
First week of December, 2015

For more ‘'ormation on venues and timings, follow us on
www.facebook.com/indiainmauritius or
call IGCIC at 697 3437 / 698 7338

The High Commission of India, Mauritius is
organizing Festival of India in Mauritius. The
festival will cover several cultural events and
will showcase Indian culture and Art in
Mauritius.

One important segment of the Festival of India,
2015 is the Exhibition of breath taking
photographs of Islamic Calligraphy from
Rampur Raza Library. As part of Festival of
India in Mauritius, the Islamic Cultural Centre
in association with The High Commission of
India organized Islamic Calligraphy Exhibition
of Rampur Raza Library on November 18th,
2015. The exhibition was housed in Islamic
Cultural Centre, La Paix Street, Port Louis,
Mauritius.

50 specimens of Islamic Calligraphies of Rampur
Raza Library are exhibited in the Festival of

India in Mauritius 2015. This exhibition kept on from November 18t to 25th With this
exhibition, Rampur Raza Library was presented in front of scholars and researchers
and also the general public of Mauritius.

In this exhibition, the exhibited calligraphies are- A folio from 7t century Quran in
Kufic script attributed to Hazrat Ali (R.A.), A folio from 8t century Quran in Kufic
script attributed to Imam Jafar Sadiqg, 16th century Quran decorated with gold on the
orders of Mughal Emperor Akbar, 12th/18th century manuscript folio written within

gold floral jidwal,

A.D., etc.

A folio from
12th/18th century Quran written on a
gold sprinkled paper, A miniature
copy with adouble page ‘unwan’ title
by Muhammad Taqi Muzahhib (1833
A.D.), A folio from 9th century Quran
in Kufic script attributed to Imam
Raza, Name of Nawab Kalb-i-Ali Khan
written in the shape of a flower pot in
18th century, Quranic verses written in
beautiful style of calligraphy in 1888 (%

As part of Festival of India in Maunitius
The Islamic Cultural Centre
in association with A

The High Commission of India ity anon®

has the pleasure of inviting you to the Opening Ceremony of
ISLAMIC CALLIGRAPHY EXHIBITION
of
RAMPUR RAZA LIBRARY

Unparalleled repository of the specimens of Islamic calligraphy of the celebrated

master calligraphers of Central Asia, Persia and India.

On Wednesday 18th November, 2015 at 17.00 firs
at the Islamic Cultural Centre, La Paix Street, Port Louis.

Guests are Kindly requested to be in attendance 6y 16.55 hrs.

RSP : 240 2360, 240 2328, 5 710 4087



The exhibition was inaugrated with the Welcome address by Mr. Samioullah Lauthan,
Chairman, Islamic Cultural Centre, Mauritius.

Mr. Syed Tariq Azhar, Senior Technical Restorer, Rampur Raza Library gave the
detailed description of Islamic Calligraphy of Rampur Raza Library.



Islamic Cultural
Centre

Welcomes you
o

High Commissioner for India, Mr. Anup Kumar Mudgal addressed the audience and
share his views about the exhibition of Islamic Calligraphy.

Honorable Santaram Baboo, Minister of Arts & Culture also expressed his views on the
exhibition.



g

Honorable Showkatally Soodhun, Vice Prime Minister, Mauritius also expressed his
views on the exhibition.




. A

3 Wigh Commission of india and m
Ministry of Arts and Culture, Mauritius \ |

3 : 1

High Commissioner for India, Mr. Anup Kumar Mudgal presented the bunch of books
to Mr. Samioullah Lauthan, Chairman, Islamic Cultural Centre, Mauritius and
Honorable Santaram Baboo, Minister of Arts & Culture.



Mr. Syed Tariq Azhar, Senior Technical Restorer, Rampur Raza Library presented the

bunch of Raza Library’s Publication to Honorable Showkatally Soodhun, Vice Prime

Minister, Mauritius and Mr. Samioullah Lauthan, Chairman, Islamic Cultural Centre,
Mauritius.



Mr. Himanshu Singh, Technical Restorer, Rampur Raza Library presented the bunch of
Raza Library’s Publication to Honorable Santaram Baboo, Minister of Arts & Culture
and High Commissioner for India, Mr. Anup Kumar Mudgal.



The exhibition was inaugurated by Honorable Showkatally Soodhun, Vice Prime
Minister, Mauritius with Honorable Santaram Baboo, Minister of Arts & Culture and
High Commissioner for India, Mr. Anup Kumar Mudgal.




Mr. Syed Tariq Azhar, Senior Technical Restorer explaining the details of Islamic
Calligraphies of Rampur Raza Library to Honorable Showkatally Soodhun, Vice Prime
Minister, Mauritius and High Commissioner for India, Mr. Anup Kumar Mudgal.



View of the Exhibition

The visitors appreciated and admired the Islamic Calligraphies in the exhibition.



















Behind the Scene

Mr. Syed Tariq Azhar, Senior Technical Restorer and Mr. Himanshu Singh, Technical
Restorer, Rampur Raza Library worked hard day and night in the organization of the
exhibition.
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Islamic Calligraphy from Rampur

This week brings us the beauty of Islamic
Calligraphy Exhibition from the famous Rampur
Raza Library from Uttar Pradesh that is ongoing
currently at the Islamic Cultural Centre, Port-Louis.
Will follow towards end of November Qawwali
Performances by the Nizami brothers led by Shri
Ghulam Sabir. The Nizami family are well-known
for their Sufi Qawwali with ties to Hazrat
Nizamuddin Auliya and the great pioneer of Hindi
Amir Khusro. Finally, Shrimati Malini Awasthi
renowned Bhojpuri and Awadhi folk singer will give
the kick- off to the International Bhojpuri Festival in
the furst week of December.



l' Imle exnnsees au CCI

exposés dans le cads
I Maurnitius 2015

du Festival of India
Ces échantillons ont é1é

&
*% faf o |

préservés par la Rampur Raza Library en
Inde depuis plusieurs années.

La Rampur Raza Library compte environ

4 000 modél
datant de I'époque moghole. Les ceuvres

q et des m its
expooée- -on: les réalisations des
calligrap tels que Muhammad
Aknm Mnhammnd Hasheem, Muhammad
Hassan Kashmiri et Mirza Muhammad
Ghulam Khan, entre autres.

Dans son allocution, le vice-Premier
mumustre Showkutally Soodhun a tenu A
saluer les autorités indiennes pour 1'effort
et le travail fourmis pour protéger ces
ceuvres d'art. Onlnunnnhboo.mnhm
dum.tdoll:cw\m , Al n'a pas manqué
de remercier le Haut-commissaire indien

powmkpuumchohml'ﬂom !
pour la tenue de cette exposition. ‘

Dimanche 22 novembre 2015
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HIGH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA
PORT LOUIS, MAURITIUS

20 November 2015

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Shri Syed Tariq Azhar and Shri Himanshu Singh from the Rampur
Raza Library, visited Mauritius in connection with the exhibition on Islamic
calligraphy, under the first-ever Festival of India in Mauritius. They have
done an excellent job in putting up such an impressive exhibition which has
entailed a great deal of hard work, artistic skills and imagination on the part
of these young men.

Shri Syed Tariq Azhar made a concise and simple presentation on the
occasion, which was very rich in content. Shri Himanshu Singh handled
social media effectively.

The Mauritian dignitaries, present on the occasion of inauguration,
especially Vice Prime Minister, Hon. Showkutally Soodhun and Minister of
Arts and Cuiture, Hon. Santaram Baboo conveyed sincere thanks to Rampur
Raza Library for sending such a valuable collection to Mauritius.

| wish both of them all great success in the times to come in similar
ventures.

( Anup Kumar Mudgal )
High Commissioner of India
Port Louis (Mauritius)

”

6th Floor, L.I.C. Building, President John Kennedy Street, P.O. Box 162, Port Louis, Mauritius.
Tel.: (230) 208 7372/ 208 8123 e Fax: (230) 208 8891
Email: hicom.ss@intnet.mu e Website: www.indiahighcom-mauritius.org
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

We hereby certify that Mr Syed Tariq Azhar of Rampur Raza Library has collaborated
fully with our institution in the mounting of an Islamic Calligraphy Exhibition which was
inaugurated by the Vice Prime Minister, Hon Shawkutally Soodhun and the Minister of
Arts & Culture, Hon. Santaram Baboo on 18" November, 2015.

We have been impressed by the expertise, dedication and professionalism of Mr Syed

Tariq and firmly believe that his input has been significant in the success of this event.

La Paix Street, Port-Louis, Republic of Mauritius — & (230) 240 2360 / 240 2328 — Fax: (230) 240 2423
E-mail:- iccmtius@intnet. mu — Website- hitp://culture.gov.mu :



